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FOR 6 SEATER TABLE M Clean up excess glue by first lifting - Ul d d 'h 'n Oom r

- it out with a broad chisel, then wiping y a r a e
Timber it with a clean damp cloth. L
1/ 2400 x 1200 x 19mm B A marking gauge is an easy way
Pi d MDF to make sure that dowel hole marks

Ine veneere line up perfectly. Simply set the gauge s
2/ 1800 x 65 x 65mm radiata pine to each measurement and make a ; /

. “pop” mark or groove line instead of :

(clear and straight) using pencil.
2/ 2400 x 65 x 32mm radiata pine M Fasten furniture “glides” to the

bottom of your table legs. These can

protect polished floors from damage

when you move your table, and make
the table easier to move.

(clear and straight)

Hardware

M Avoid gloss finishes as they

1 small pack of 60 x 12mm dowels highlight all surface imperfections and
are difficult to maintain. Satin finishes
work best on tables.

1 small pack 75mm countersunk

Tape measure,
try square, pencil,
marking gauge (optional)

chipboard or plasterboard screws B Putty any damage after the first . . .
Nail-on nylon or carpet glides (4) coat of polyurethane to prevent ugly IMPORTANT: This project planner has been produced to provide

stains around the repair. basic information and our experienced staff are available to answer any
questions you may have. However, this information is provided for use
on the understanding that Mitre 10 is not liable for any loss or damage

M Avoid using power sanders on

Circular saw, straight

Other Materials veneered surfaces because you P ; . : Aot g
edge, sacrificial timber . might sand right through the veneer. which is sgffered or incurred (|nc|u_d_|ng but not limited to indirect or
250ml PVA adhesive There's really no way to repair it if that consequential loss), for any personal injury or damage to property suffered
and/or saw horses 500ml Wood stain (colour of choice) hap:)ensr exﬁept\g }[;aintr o?/elrr ilt : or sustained as a result of using the information contained in this MitrePlan
. ! ' Project Planner. Mitre 10 advises you to call in a qualified tradesperson,
Mitre saw 1 litre Clear satin polyurethane B Never glue cleats across wide such as an electrician or plumber, where expert services are required,
: ; boards. Timber shrinks and swells and to independently assess any safety precautions that will need to be
Drill / driver and 12mm Sandpaper - 80, 120, 280, 400 grades mainly across its width, and if it's followed prior to using the information in
and 5mm brad-point bits prevented from moving it may split. this MitrePlan Project Planner.
Dowelling jig S i ) W Try beeswax instead of WARNING: There may be by laws or
] Verbal guotes are indicative only. Wr|tte_n quotes on materials polyurethane. It's labour-intensive, but regulations of councils or other statutory
Jigsaw are available upon request from your Mitre 10 store. has a pleasant scent and feel. bodies that you must comply with when

H H M If you paint a tabletop select a very following this MitrePlan Project Planner.
Router and moulding bits -
Hand 9 / CUTTING LIST hard and durable paint. ol3164871112275
and saw . .« .
M Protect your eyes and ears when ¢ An easy-to-follow guide to achieving a perfect result.

Claw hammer you use power tools. Protect your .
PART QTY LGTH WDTH THICK MATERIAL helpers too. Your local MITRE 10 Store is:

. : * Outlines all the tools you will need for the job.
Sanding block A Tabletop 1 1500 900 19 Pine veneered MDF B Some Mitre 10 stores have a

¢ Includes a materials checklist.

- H B Side rails (6 setting) 2 1310 65 19 Pine cutting service. You can have your

e L e - - - ¢ - timber cut to accurately to size [CTS]
sander C Side rails (4 setting) 2 710 65 19 Pine (replaces parts B) saving you time, effort, noise and dust!
Putty knif D Legs 4 701 65 65 Pine B Timber is a natural product - PLEASE N.OTE:. . . - .

utty Knire E End ralls 2 710 65 19 Pine appreciate its variations in grain Before starting this project or buying any materials, it is worth your time to
75mm paint brush F Glue block 8 60 18 18 P and texture. You might even make read all steps thoroughly first to be sure you understand what is required.

ue blocks ine a feature of knots, figured grain or . . . .

(good quality), rags and (all measurements in millimeters) insect damage. Mitre 10 is proudly Australian owned. mitre10.com.au

clean-up equipment
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Enhance the food
experience with a
great table

The great thing about making
your own table is that you can
create it to suit your own sense
of style. Timber products are
easy to work with and can

be stained and finished in
many ways.

This MitrePlan shows the
steps to make a very simple
dining room table that can be
customised in many ways.

This plan shows how to
make a 6-seat table (1500 x
900mm) or a 4-seat (900mm
square) version. You can use
readily available materials, or
track down something more
unusual to suit your taste or

existing décor.

We’ve chosen a radiata pine
appearance, but you could use
raw MDF or another veneer.
The table can be stained, clear
finished, lime washed, waxed,
or painted. You can vary the
dimensions to suit your needs
as well.

F500mm Pine veneered

MDF

©

0\00“\
\4— &5 X t5mm

€ Radiata Pine

¢5 % 35mm
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Step 1: Get ready

When you buy your materials at Mitre 10 ask about the cutting
service (not available at every store). By having your parts cut to
size at the store you can transport them easily and minimise dust
and waste at home.

Step 2: Cut and prepare the pieces

Use a circular saw to cut the veneered MDF to size with a fine
tooth blade to prevent any chipping or splitting. Lay the sheet
down on sacrificial lengths of 65 x 35mm pine, mark it to size,
clamp a straight-edge guide to the sheet so that your saw will

cut accurately and dead-straight. Check that the sheet is actually
square already, and if there's one good long and short edge you'll
only have to make two cuts. If all edges are damaged you'll have
to trim about 10mm off with your saw and straight-edge before
marking and cutting to size. Make sure you are in a well ventilated
area and have eye, ear and breathing protection.

Cut the legs and rails to length with a mitre saw. Trim one end of
each piece of timber square before measuring and cutting the
parts. Every part should be straight, and have square ends.

Tabletop

You can leave the table top corners square, but if you have
toddlers you can save their little heads from injury by rounding
them. Trace around a soft drink can accurately on the corners, cut
off with a jigsaw, and sand to produce a bump-free round corner.

We selected MDF for the top because it doesn't need to have a
timber edge fitted to hide it. Although you can leave it square, it
will look and feel better if it is moulded. There's a wide range of
router cutters available in many shapes that will look good on a
tabletop. Select a cutter that has a guide wheel on the bottom,
fit it in your router, set the depth and make the moulding in a well

ventilated area (preferably outside). Use a sharp cutter and steady

speed to avoid burn marks on the MDF edges. Push the router
around the table in an anti-clockwise direction.

If you use a sharp router cutter, and move the router at a steady
speed you should not need to sand the edges except to remove

sharp edges and the odd burn mark. Sand the top surface by hand

with the grain with 280 grit sandpaper ready for it's final finish.

Table frame

Mark the legs and rails for the dowel joints as shown in the diagram. Although you can bore these holes
freehand, a dowel jig will keep your drill perfectly square and keep the drill from wandering off the mark
(this is common in radiata pine because there's a huge difference in hardness between the growth rings).

Drill the holes to a depth of 32mm (half the length of the dowels plus space for trapped glue and air).

Use a sharp hand plane to make a small (5mm) bevel on the bottom edges of the legs. This helps to
prevent chipping and splitting when the table is dragged along a floor.

Sand the face and bottom edge of each rail, and sand the legs on all sides with 120 grit sandpaper. A belt
sander is ideal as it will sand with the grain. Finish with 280 grit sandpaper and a sanding cork.

Step 3: Assembly

Assemble the two end frames first (the short rails if you're making a 6-seater). Lay the legs down on a clean
flat surface (such as the offcuts from tabletop). Squirt PVA glue into all the holes and “swizzle” the glue to
spread it fully in the hole. A bamboo skewer makes an ideal swizzle stick. Drive dowels into the holes until
they just hit bottom — watch out for squirting glue! Squirt glue into the dowel holes in the rails, swizzle, and
push the legs and rails together. If they're tight, use a rubber mallet or hammer and block to drive them
together. Tighten the joints with sash clamps if you have them, otherwise a ratchet tie strap will do the trick.
Check the leg assemblies for square by measuring the diagonals. If they're not equal, give the frame a little
shove until it is. Lay the assemblies flat to make sure the legs are perfectly parallel with each other.

When dry, assemble the two end frames with the long rails in the same way, checking to ensure that

the frame is perfectly square, and leave it to dry. Glue blocks of 19mm square pine into all corners to
strengthen all of the joints. These blocks provide a great deal of strength, and will help your table to survive
moving, dragging, and even people sitting or standing on it. Make sure the surfaces are flat and clear of
glue dags, then simply “rub” the L
blocks into place with plenty of
PVA glue - there's no need to
screw or nail the blocks in place.

Bore 5mm holes vertically 10
through the rails and countersink dd
the underside just enough to

allow the screw heads to finish 48 I
flush. Place the tabletop upside
down on a soft blanket or pads, [ R
place the table frame on it and C(=—(()
carefully centre it. Screw the N Li 4
table together — but make sure \s ' : <
the screws will not penetrate the ~ ! '
table top surface! <§©

1 'L-. .........

* Dowels are centrred in 1he
rail thickness and Z5mm in
4 from each edge.

* Rails are attached 1o legs
LOmm in from ovtside faces.

Step 4: Apply a finish

It's best to apply your chosen finish before assembling
the table completely, so that you can get an even ¢%L
finish on the table rails and the underside of the top is

smooth to touch and protected from moisture.

Give all the parts a final hand-sand with 280 grit
sand paper, removing any pencil marks.

Apply your chosen stain according to the
manufacturer’s instructions and allow it to dry.

Apply the first coat of clear polyurethane and allow

it to dry. Now apply wood stop to any knot holes or
other defects and allow it to dry fully. Use 280 grit
sand paper to flush-off the wood stop and to sand
the first coat of polyurethane. Apply a second coat of
polyurethane and allow it to dry.

If necessary, sand all parts again with 400
grit sand paper and apply a final coat of
clear polyurethane.

Measure both diagonals of part
of the table frame and adjst
the frame so that both
measurements are eqal -
before the glve dries/

Don't place hot items directly on the surface, and beware of porous vases (such as unglazed terracotta) as
these can cause severe moisture damage.

Step 5: Maintain your table

Water is the enemy of timber products, so when you
clean your table use damp cloths (not wet) and use
gentle liquid cleaning products for stubborn marks.

Avoid using furniture polishes that contain silicone, or create build-ups. Silicone will create major problems if
you ever want to refinish the table.

Scratches can be filled with wax sticks in colours that match your table’s wood-grain.



